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JOHN  BULL,  Efq, 


S  I  R, 

YO  U  belong  to  an  honourable  branch  of 
our  family ;  but  you  have  never  de- 
fpifed  your  poor  relations.  I  am  therefore 
well  afTured,  that  this  addrefs,  which  comes 
from  one  of  them,  will  meet  with  a  kind 
reception.  To  Brother  'John  I  can  fay  what 
I  pleafe,  and  treat  him  with  a  jeft  or  two, 
when  he  wants  it,  becaiife  he  and  I  are  upon 
eafy  terms  :  but  when  I  fpcak  to  You,  Sir,  I 
muft  obferve  the  formalities  due  to  a  perfon 
of  a  fuperior  ftution. 

A  Thomas 
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THoomas  Bull  Is  a  ^2Sx\  fartntrly  man,  given 
up  to  the  bufinefs  of  his  caUing,  and  finding 
in  it  that  contentment,  which  you  great  gen- 
tlemen do  not  always  find  in  the  higher  ways 
of  life.  It  muft  be  fome  prefling  occafion 
which  draws  him  out  of  his  obfcurity,  to 
embroil  himfelf  with  adverfaries  of  more 
w^ords  than  he  has  to  fpare :  he  knows  with 
how  much  trouble  and  hazard  to  himfelf, 
every  man  that  undertakes  it,  muft  encounter 
publick  error;  and  that  they,  who  cannot 
anfwer,  will  never  ceafe  to  rail.  But  he  is 
fupported  under  thefe  difcouragements  by 
fome  fliort  and  plain  confiderations.  He  is 
told  of  human  life,  that  the  v/ay  of  it  is  a 
pilgrimage  j  and  that  the  time  of  it  is  Ihort. 
He  muft  therefore  pafs  through  the  world  as 
he  would  ride  through  a  town ;  where,  if  the 
people  are  rude,  and  the  boys  fhout,  and  the 
dogs  bark,  a  little  patience  and  a  quiet  horfe 
will  foon  convey  him  to  the  filence  and 
fafety  of  a  private  road.  It  was  alfu  incul- 
cated very  early  into  his  mind,  that  no  danger 
is  to  be  avoided  when  the  good  of  our  country 
is  at  ftake,  and  that  it  is  far  more  eligible 
to  perifliyi^r  it  than  with  it.     If  life  itfelf  is 

due 
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due  to  our  country,  every  wife  and  honcfl 
man  will  readily  offer  to  it  his  care  and  his 
reputation.  He  faw  with  how  much  induilry 
that  wicked  libel  of  I'homas  Faine  was  dif- 
perfed,  and  even  conveyed  by  ftealth  (like  a 
rotten  tgg)  into  people's  pockets,  to  poifon 
the  minds  of  the  common  fort,  and  prepare 
them  for  fome  deadly  mifchief ;  how  it  was 
pofted  up,  to  be  fold,  even  along  with  old 
(hoes,  and  butcher's  meat.  He  heard  how 
the  approach  of  equal  liberty  and  equal  pro- 
perty, the  univerfal  downfall  of  Royalty  and 
Religion,  were  trumpeted  about  by  perfons 
affeded  to  the  anarchy  of  France -y  he  had 
alfo  received  private  intimations  of  a  confe- 
deracy of  a  very  dangerous  defcription :  and 
though  not  with  fuch  evidence  as  was  clear 
enough  to  bring  it  forward,  yet  fufficient  to 
alarm  a  private  perfon,  and  convince  him 
that  fome  great  evil  was  intended :  that  no 
time  was  to  be  loft,  and  that  no  language 
could  be  too  ftrong  to  fecure  the  people 
againft  the  prevailing  delufion  of  French 
Politics,  Common  underftandings  having 
been  deceived,  were  vo  be  addrelTed  in  a 
common  way,  and  argued  with  from  the 
plain  principles  of  common  fenfe  and  reli- 
A  2  gious 
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gious  duty,  fuch  as  they  imbibed  when  they 
learned  their  Catechifm ;  and  fuch  as  Thornas 
Bully  having  always  been  ufed  to  them,  could 
handle  better  than  any  other.  The  man  in 
lower  life,  who  writes  by  the  light  of  a  far- 
thing candle,  cannot  be  expected  to  fee  fo 
far  into  fome  things  as  gentlem.en  do  who 
burn  wax.  His  firll  addrefs  however,  with 
all  it's  faults,  was  received  with  unexpe<5led 
approbation,  and  had  certainly  a  great  and 
fudden  effect  in  opening  the  eyes  and  paci- 
fying the  minds  of  the  common  people.* 
JBut  as  one  man's  good  is  another  man's 
evil  (which,  by  the  way,  renders  equal  li- 
berty an  impolTibility  in  nature),  great  difap- 
probation  was  alfo  to  be  apprehended.  \\ 
there  v/as  a  defign  to  introduce  a  French  Go-; 
yernment,  and   that  defign  was  in  any  for- 

*  Ir  is  fuppofed,  that,  in  the  Englifh  and  Welfti  Lan- 
guages, two  hundred  thoufund  copies  were  difperfed;  and 
Xh^Xhy- 3.  nmltitudc  of  Editors  i  amongft  whom  there  was 
one  Dtjfcnter^  if  not  more,  who  printed  it  without  cor- 
redling  or  curtailing  it,  as  fome  other  perfons  did ;  who 
would  probably  have  done  more  good  to  the  Publiclc,  and 
acquired  more  honour  to  themfelveSj  if  they  had  flood 
Aeir  ground.  Other  Gentlemen,  of  the  fame  good  in- 
tention with  themfelves,  did  foj  and  found  themfelves 
able  to  maintain  it. 

wardnefs. 
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wardnefs,  and  Thomas  Bull  happened  to 
come  acrofs  with  his  Letter  juft  at  the  cri- 
tical time  to  intercept  it;  gentlemen  who 
were  well  inclined  to  fach  a  Government 
would  be  a  little  ruflied  and  difcompofed. 
The  defeat  arifing  from  that,  and  other  co- 
operating caufes,  would  add  to  their  former 
maligJiity^  the  rage  of  dijappointmeiit . 

It  was  eafy  to  forefee,  that  for  the  ufe  of 
any  religious  argument,  it  might  be  obje^fted  to 
Thomas  Bull,  that  he  revives  the  Dod:rines 
concerning  Government,  which  (as  fome 
would  have  it)  were  given  up  at  the  Revolution 
in  i6S8.  But  Mr.  Burke  hath  very  ably  and 
very  feafonably  taught  us,  that  the  Revolu- 
tion of  that  time  did  not  alter  the  here- 
ditary government  of  this  Kingdom,  but 
left  laws  and  dodlrines  as  facred  as  they  were 
before.  The  Revolution  in  Fraiice  hath 
abolifhed  them  all :  it  is  treafon  there  to  cry 
Godfave  the  King :  If  it  were  fo  here,  our 
Theatres  would  be  as  guilty  as  our  Churches'. 
We  are  ftill  a  Chrijiian  Nation,  and  may 
talk  and  reafon,  may  fay  or  fmg,  as  if  we 
were  fo^  till  the  time  ihall  come,  which 
heaven  avert,    when  ^ve  (hall    be   allowed 

neither 
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neither  to  fpeak  nor  to  write,  but  at  the  will 
■of  fuch  Defpots  as  have  taken  away  the  li- 
berty of  the  Prefs  in  France.  When  a  Go- 
vernment is  to  be  overturned,  the  licentious 
ufe  of  the  Prefs  is  demanded ;  but  when  it 
is  orerturned,  the  Prefs  is  flridlly  guarded, 
and  Printers  are  hanged  up,  left  it  be  over- 
turned again  ;  and  then  we  fee  at  laft  what 
patriots  meant  by  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. 
If  we  affert  any  alliance  between  the  Powers 
of  Earth  and  the  Powers  of  Heaven,  we 
muft  exped:  to  be  accufed  of  fetting  up  an 
indefeafible  divine  right ;  a  fort  of  right  not 
to  be  found  in  the  Bible,  but  by  thofe  who 
can  fee  farther  than  Thomas  BuIL  He  is  in- 
deed very  plainly  taught,  that  the  MoJ}  High 
ruleth  in  the  kitigdom  of  men  -,  but  he  knows 
better  than  to  exped:  that  any  Statefman,  as 
fuch,  will  fecond  him  in  the  application  ; 
becaufe  this  is  an  article  of  Dodrine,  not  a 
rule  of  Government.  Every  good  Govern- 
ment fuppofes  it ;  but  no  government  im- 
mediately a6ts  upon  it ;  till  it  maintains, 
with  the  fanatics  of  the  laft  century, 
that  grace  and  dominion  go  together. 
How  inuch  worfe  than  thefe  are  the  fa- 
natics of  the  prefent  time ;  who  do  not  adl 

under 
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under  God  by  mijlakey  but  (igalnjl  God  by 
projejion  ! 

It  was  alfo  apprehended,   that  fuch  of  our 
Dijjenters,  as  had  been  notorioufly  adive  in 
fpreading  the    dodirines   of  Thomas   Paine ; 
and  who   keep   up   an   Interejl  again  ft  the 
Church,  not  for  confcientious  Scruples,    but 
iov  political  pur pofes,  would  be  ftung  when 
they  were  reminded  of  any  Share  they  might 
have  in  the  troubles  of  America,  out  of  which 
proceeded  the  troubles  of  France:  and  ex- 
claim  againft  the  fuggeftion  as  a  libel  upon 
the  whole  body.  But  fuch  an  interpretation 
is  reckoned  very  uncandid  in  all  other  cafes 
of  the  kindi  and  has  not  been  infifted  upon 
by  thofe  among  them,  who,  if  the  refledlion 
were  general^iWould  have  reafon  to  be  of- 
fended.    When  it  is  faid,  that  the  outrages 
at    Birmingham    were    committed     by    the 
Churchmen,   it  would  be  very  unjuft  to  ap- 
ply this  to  the  whole  body  of  the  Church 
of  England;  the  peaceable  and  pious  mem- 
bers of  which  difclaim  and  abhor  fuch  violent 
and   illegal   proceedings.       If  Dr.   Priejlley 
had   offended    againft    the    Laws    and    the 
Peace  of  his  Country,  he  ft^ould  have  been 

punilhcd 
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puniflied  by  the  Law.  That  his  Adveffanes 
llioLild  a6t  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  expofe 
tbemjehes  to  punilliment  inftead  of  him,  was 
probably  the  very  thing  he  wifhed  for;  that 
with  fome  fliew  of  reafon,  he  who  had  fo  in- 
difcreetly  adted  for  his  own  party,  might 
call  the  blame  of  it  upon  other  people.  It 
would  be  a  long  queftion,  if  we  were  to  go 
into  the  origin  and  caufes  of  the  troubles  in 
America y  moll:  of  which,  however,  are 
pretty  well  known  :  and  I  hear  of  a  very 
refpe6table  Gentleman,  who  has  by  him  in 
manufcript  a  feries  of  fmall  pieces,  com- 
pofed  at  the  time,  and  upon  the  fpot,  in 
which  they  are  faithfully  noted  and  laid  open. 
As  nothing  of  the  kind  has  yet  appeared,  it 
is  pity  thefe  pieces  have  been  fo  long  kept 
from  the  eye  of  the  Public.  T\<^  fome  of  the 
DilTenters  had  a  large  fliare  in  thofe  Troubles 
cannot  be  denied ;  becaufe  they  have  claimed 
the  honour  of  it :  and  furely  it  would  be  in- 
confiflent,  if  not  ridiculous,  to  repel  as  an 
acciijation  what  has  been  publickly  boalled 
of  as  a  merit.  The  Words  of  Dr.  Priejlky, 
m  his  difcourfe  at  the  funeral  of  Dr.  PricCy 
are  very  remarkable,  and  deciiive  upon  the 
cafe.  **  So  ardent  was  his  zeal  for  the  natural 

"  rights 


(     9    ) 

**  rights  of  men,  and  (o  forcibly  and  effed:u- 
**  ally  did  he  plead  the  caufe  of  liberty,  civil 
**  and  religious,  that  no  inconfiderable  pro- 
'*  portion  of  the  human  race  acknowledge 
**  his  writings  to  have  been  of  eminent  ufe 
"  to  their  attainment  of  thofe  great  blejjings : 
*'  and  the.moft  augufl  affembly  in  the  world, 
*'  by  which  I  wifh  to  be  underftood  the 
**  -national  ajfembly  of  F ranee ^  have  juftly 
*'  %led  him  the  Apofk  of  liberty:'  p.  8. 
To  his  apojhlical  labours  the  bleffings  in 
America  are  here  imputed  by  Dr.  P7-ieJ}ley» 
But  then  it  happened  unfortunately,  that 
their  bleffngs  were  our  troubles :  and  when 
he  imputes  bleffings,  and  w^e  impute  trou- 
bles, to  the  fame  caufe,  we  are  agreed  as  to 
the  fad:,  and  only  view  the  fame  fubje(£t  on 
a  different  fide.  Thus  it  is  in  refpect  to  the 
affairs  of  France :  what  to  us  is  rebellion  to 
them  is  the  fovereignty  of  the  people ;  and 
what  to  us  is  an  attempt  to  reftore  the  con- 
ftitution,  to  them  is  rebellion ;  the  onlv 
fort  of  rebellion  now  remaining  in  the  world  : 
where  we  fee  mafficre,  they  fee  deliverance  ; 
what  we  call  anarchy,  they  call  government ; 
and  what  is  mifery  in  our  eyes,  is  enjoy- 
ment in  thcir's.  But  then  this  is  not  true  of 
B  all 


(  1°  ) 

all  the  people  of  France  -,  thoufands  of  whom 
fit  by  in  filent  captivity,  weeping  over  the 
ruins  of  their  country.  So  when  we  fpeak 
of  the  Dijfenters,  the  worth  of  individuals  is 
always  to  be  excepted ;  and  T^homas  Bull 
himfelf  will  be  as  ready  as  anybody  to  make 
the  exception,  where  it  is  due.  Nothing 
fhould  be  marked  for  cenfure,  but  the 
reftlefs  Spirit  of  a  FaSiion  ;  which,  wherever 
it  is  found,  is  always  of  pernicious  effect ; 
for  Parties  never  blulh  ;  they  are  fo  fup- 
ported  by  their  numbers.  A  great  fm  is 
broken  into  fmall  fhares,  fo  that  they  can 
commit  enormities  without  remorfe,  at  w  hich 
fingle  men  would  fhudder.  For  the  fame 
reafon,  popular  alTemblies  can  do  fuch  inju- 
ries, as  no  King,  being  a  fmgle  perfon, 
would  choofe  or  dare  to  do,  for  the  fake  of 
his  honour,  and  perhaps  of  his  life.  Many 
of  the  Diifenters  are  as  averfe  as  we  are  to 
the  religious  principles  of  Dr.  Friejlley,  and 
the  political  principles  of  Ibofnas  Paine ;  and 
though  their  flatterers  may  not  wiih  it,  their 
friends  would  have  been  glad,  if  they  had 
fignified  the  fame  by  fome  public  ad:  half  a 
year  ago,  that  the  wheat  might  have  been 
ieparated  from  the  chaff.     It  is  the  misfor- 
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tune  of  every  fad:ion,  that  they  who  are  bejl 
among  them  are  led  by  the  worjl  i  who> 
being  commonly  clever  and  active  perfons, 
have  the  forming  of  their  fchemes,  and  fee 
to  the  execution  of  them.  But  I  fay  no 
more  of  this,  becaufe  I  am  informed  that  a 
Gentleman  of  great  abilities  and  equal  can- 
dour intends  to  expoftulate  with  the  Dif- 
fenters  as  to  feveral  particulars  of  their  late 
conducfl. 

And  now.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  quit  the 
confideration  of  my  affairs,  that  I  may  talk 
with  you  a  little  about  your  own,  which  are 
of  more  confequence.  From  your  anceftors 
you  have  inherited  a  good  eftate,  which  you 
will  be  glad  to  keep  and  tranfmit  to  your 
poilerity :  therefore  you  have  good  reafon  to 
be  alarmed,  when  a  war  is  declared  againft 
property  on  the  fuppofed  natural  rights  of 
man.  Let  us  afk  then,  ivbo  is  man?  Man, 
in  the  abftradt,  is  a  being  between  the  Deity 
and  the  brute  creation ;  and  his  rights,  in 
that  capacity,  can  be  only  againft  God  and 
againft  the  beafts.  There  is  a  third  right, 
which  is  that  of  one  man  againft  another 
man ,  and  when  we  treat  of  this,  we  may 
,  B  z  fpeak 
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fpeak  fenfe.  Inilead  then  of  faying  ?najty  in 
the  general,  let  us  fay  Jbme  man^  and  then 
we  may  get  forward :  but  the  logicians  teach 
us,  that  they  always  dwell  upon  generals y  whq 
wifh  to  deceive  us  about  particulars.  Thus 
'EngUflwien,  for  example,  have  their  rights 
againfl  Frenchmen  ;  and  one  Engliiliman  has 
a  right  againft  another  Englifliman^  and 
every  pofcff'or  in  the  world  has  a  right  to 
what  he  has  got,  till  fomebody  elfe  can 
Jhew  a  better.  How  is  that  to  be  done  ? 
Never  but  by  fome  law,  applicable  to  the 
cafe.  All  ad:ual  right  is  under  fome  law ; 
^nd,  till  there  is  law  to  diftinguiili,  there  is 
no  right ;  nor  any  fecurity  of  poifeffion,  till 
there  is  an  authority  to  execute  the  Law. 
Hence  the  Romans  figniiied  Right  and  Law 
by  the-  fame  word,  Jus.  I  take  Lex  to  be 
the  law  as  it  is  written,  and  Jus  to  be  the  law 
as  it  is  adminiflered  3  from  ^vhence  comes 
the  word  yujlice,  which  means  the  admini- 
flration  of  law,  or  difcribution  of  right  and 
property.  Hence,  if  there  be  no  law, 
there  is  no  jufl:ice  ;  confequently,  a  flate  of 
nature,  if  there  were  fuch  a  thing,  muil  be 
a  ftate  of  violence,  with  no  right  but  that  of 
force,  which  is  the  right  of  the  beafts.    It  ia 

the 
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the  right  a  dog  has  to  a  bone,  which  he  has 
taken  away  from  another  dog,  becaufe  he 
was  the  ftronger  of  the  two.  A  right  above 
law  is  the  right  of  a  Defpoty  who  is  a  Law 
to  himfelfy  and  becomes  fuch  by  the  power  of 
the  fword.  A  right  without  law  is  the 
right  of  a  thief;  and  every  man  who  afferts 
it  is  a  thief  in  theory  i  worfe  than  a  thief  in 
pra(5tice  :  as  an  eviljpirity  being  an  author  of 
Jin,  is  worfe  than  an  evil  man,  who  is  only 
a  practitioner. 

Natural  Right  is  a  principle,  which  cannot 
be  brought  to  any  effed:,  but  upon  a  pre- 
fumption  that  the  world  is  now  unoccupied-, 
or  by  divejiing  the  prefent  pofTefTors,  and  lay- 
ing all  property  open,  to  be  fcrambled  for. 
By  thofe  who  have  any  thing,  this  princi- 
ple fhould  be  guarded  againft  in  time :  they 
only  can  profit  by  it,  who  have  nothing,  or 
deferve  nothing.  Any  change  will  be  ac- 
ceptable to  thofe  who  cannot  change  for  the 
worfe. 

National  Right  has  of  late  made  a  great 
noife ;  but  who  can  difcover  wliat  it  is  ?  If 
it  be  a  defenfive  right  in  a  nation  againft  their 
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Kingy  what  will  become  of  it  when  there  is 
no  King  t  If  it  be  a  defeniive  right  in  one 
nation  againfl  another  nation,  it  muft  go 
with  the  foil  of  which  they  are  poiTefTed; 
that  is,  it  muft  be  confined  to  the  nathes  -, 
and  then  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  any 
national  rights  of  France  can  be  found  in 
Thomas  Faine  and  Dr.  Friejllejy  who  are 
Fnglifimen?  Thetford ^Lnd  Birmingham  being 
within  the  borders  of  England,  how  can  the 
natives  of  thofe  places  have  national  rights 
in  France  ?  I  grant  they  may  be  taken  into  a 
participation  of  fuch  rights  de  fa5io  ;  but 
then  the  Fhilofophy  of  national  right  is  either 
given  up,  or  comes  to  nothing. 

When  Man  is  taken  in  the  abftradl,  it  is 
never  inquired  whether  he  has  any  Religion,, 
or  whether  he  has  none ;  whether  he  is  wife 
or  foolifh,  white  or  black :  he  is  taken 
without  his  qualities  either  of  mind  or  body, 
and  without  his  obligations  to  God  or  to, 
man :  and  then  there  is  nothing  left  of  him 
but  the  animal  called  by  the  name  of  man ; 
and  his  rights  as  fuch  are  not  the  rights  of 
a  chriftian,  nor  of  a  civilized,  nor  of  a  focial 
being,  but  of  an  animal  only.  I  have  there- 
fore 
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fore  frequently  wondered,  why  they  who  af- 
fert  rights  to  man  in  this  capacity,  do  not  al- 
low the  claim  of  right  in  other  animals :  and 
why  they  do  not  carry  on  their  principle, 
where  it  muft  go  in  fpite  of  them,  from  the 
rights  of  man  to  the  rights  of  beafts.  For, 
fo  far  as  right  is  natural,  beafts  muft  have  it 
as  well  as  man :  and  what  will  it  prove  ?  It 
will  prove,  in  the  rat,  a  right  to  gnaw  our 
vidiuals  and  undermine  our  habitations :  in 
\\\Qfox,  a  right  to  take  the  poultry :  in  the 
ii)olfy  a  right  to  eat  the  flieep ;  for  all  crea- 
tures have  a  right  to  live,  and  it  is  the  nature 
of  thefe  creatures  to  live  in  this  manner. 
When  Religion  is  brought  into  the  queflion, 
without  which  man  and  the  world  are  both 
inexplicable,  all  the  difficulty  is  anfwered  in 
a  moment.  We  produce  our  Magna  Chart  a 
of  Revelation,  which  fhews  us  how  God 
has  given  to  man  a  fovereignty  over  all  the 
Creation  ;  and  that  ivild  beajls  are  made  to  be 
taken  and  dejlroyed :  becaufe,  as  God  will  one 
day  caft  out  of  his  kijtgdom  all  things  that  of- 
Jend,  man  has  authority  to  do  the  fame  thing 
now  in  his  kingdom.  This  we  allow  to  be 
one  of  the  rights  of  man  ;  but  not  a  natural 
right,   becaufe  it  is  a  right  held  under  a  po- 
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fitive  law :  and  he  who  parts  with  that  law 
delerves  to  fuffer  the  confequences,  and  for-^ 
feit  the  prerogatives  of  a  man  :  the  beafts  of 
the  field  ought  to  prevail  againft  him ;  the 
Horfe  iliould  kick  him ;  the  Bull  fhould  tofs 
him ;  the  Swine  fhould  gore  him  -,  the  Ser~ 
pent  fhould  bite  him. 

If  natural  rights  were  extended  to  the 
beafts,  it  is  evident,  the  moft  evil  of  them 
would  always  have  the  advantage  ;  and  the 
innocent,  being  weaker,  would  be  lure  to 
fuffer.  So  if  men  were  turned  loofe  to  their 
natural  liberty,  it  is  equally  certain  the  worfl 
men  would  have  the  mofl  of  it.  This  they 
themfelves  know ;  and  that  makes  them  bawl 
fo  loud  for  it :  but,  to  prevent  what  they 
wifli,  is  the  firfl  defign  of  Government ;  and 
power  is  given  to  Kings  and  Rulers  for  this 
purpofe  only.  As  things  are  now,  no  man 
can  pofiibly  injure  anothtr,  without  offend- 
in  o;  ao-ainil  fome  known  law  of  God  :  and  as 
God  does  not  execute  his  own  laws  in  perfon, 
others  mufl  be  appointed  to  do  it  for  him, 
and  by  his  authority,  not  by  their  own  :  for 
then  the  fovereignty  would  be  not  in  God, 
but  in  them.  This,  is  my  original  of  Go- 
vernment i 
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vernment ;  and  I  think  men  liever  did,  ilor 
ever  will  make  fenfe  of  any  other  Scheme. 
And  if  after  this  any  Gentleman  of  property 
can  fpend  his  wit  and  his  oratory  in  defend- 
ing the  principle  of  natural  right  againfl  po- 
fitive  law,  he  is  whetting  the  axe  which  is 
laid  to  his, own  root:  and  his  underftanding, 
whatever  noife  he  may  make  with  his  tongue, 
is  at  laft  but  of  a  lize  with  that  of  the  poor 
Irifiiman,  who,  fitting  on  the  bough  of  a 
tree,  chopped  on  the  wrong  fide  of  him, 
and  let  himfelf  down  to  the  ground. 

As  for  the  invention,  of  which  the  French 
Revolutionifts  are  nowfo  fond,  that  ^// power 
of  government  muft  arife  by  contribution 
from  the  people  who  are  governed,  and  that 
no  power  is  legal  but  what  does  fo  arife; 
thefe  are  very  rafh  alTertions,  not  agreeable 
to  the  order  of  nature  and  the  fenfe  of  things. 
And  belides,  we  have  a  principle  here,  which, 
as  it  is  now  applied,  inftantly  dillolves  the 
Britifh  Government.  For,  if  ail  legal  power 
muft  arife  from  popular  delegation  (which  is 
now  the  French  principle  of  Government) 
then  the  power,  which  doth  }jot  fo  arife, 
but  defcends  by  inheritance,  is  illegal:  which 
C  bein^ 
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being  the  cafe  here  with  the  Croivu,  and 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  they  imiil:  fall  of  courfe 
as  foon  as  this  popular  principle  fliall  be 
brought  to  effect,  in  its  full  extent.  There- 
fore let  Englilhmen  be  aware,  that  if  what 
is  called  a  Reform  of  Parliame/ity  to  which 
the  friends  of  Thomas  Pcime  are  now  tranf- 
ferring  their  hopes,  fliould  come  forward  on 
the  French  Principle,  it  muft  amount  to  a 
diflblution  of  the  prefent  Government,  and 
the  whole  fyftem  of  our  laws ;  and  ?nagna 
charta  itfelf  muft  go  with  them,  as  being  a 
law  derived  to  the  people  by  conceffion  from 
the  Crown :  for  though  magna  charta  was 
forced  from  the  King,  yet  they  who  forced 
it  from  him,  did  fo,  becaufe  they  knew  it 
would  not  be  legal  without  him.  What  I  here 
iay  is  not  merely  from  the  reafon  of  the  cafe, 
though  that  is  plain  enoitgh ;  but  is  grounded 
on  pofitive  evidence.  I  have  before  my  eye 
a  piece  by  the  Politician,  who  ftyles  himfelf 
the  author  of  A  Call  to  the  fews,  and  who 
in  the  year  1785  ftruck  out  for  Pnglaiid,  un-- 
der  the  ficllitious  name  of  Utopia,  a  plan  of 
Parliam.entary  Reformation ;  and  took  the 
form  of  thirty-nine  Articles,  for  an  infldt  on 
the  Religious  Dodrines  of  the  Church  of 
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England;  applying  to  it,  in  a  MottOy  that 
text  which  Dr.  ^outh  applied  to  Dr.  Bur- 
net—forty  firipes  fave  one.  By  thefe  articles 
of  reform,  all  perfons  promoted  by  a  King  or 
by  a  minijler,  and  all  grandees^  that  is,  all 
who  are  noble  by  birth  or  by  creation,  are 
excluded,  with  convicfs  and  madmen,  from 
having  any  fliare  in  the  Legijlative  Delegation, 
This  curious  publication  let  the  Fox  out  of 
•  the  bag  very  early  :  and  the  author  of  it  has 
been  remarkable  for  the  fimplicity  and  in- 
tegrity of  mind,  with  which  he  has  always 
betrayed  his  own  fchemes  and  thofe  of  his 
party. 

I  would  requeft  you,  Sir,  farther  to  ob- 
ferve,  how  this  new  opinion,  of  there  being 
710  legitimate  poiver  but  by  popular  delegation, 
totally  excludes  the  Providence  of  God  from 
having  any  Ihare  in  the  Government  of  Na- 
tions :  and  indeed  they  who  argue  for  it  do 
generally  fpeak  throughout,  as  if  God  ivas 
not  in  all  their  thoughts.  They  call  the  behef 
of  Divine  Providence  by  the  cant  name  of 
Superjlition  ;  a  word  which,  in  their  mouths, 
includes  all  true  Religion  ;  and  openly  declare 
they  muji  dejlroy  it,  or  it  will  dejlroy  them. 
C  2  But 
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But  docs  not  every  fchoolboy  know,  how 
many  Governments  have  arifen  in  the  world 
from  the  fole  principle  of  conquefl,  and 
lafted  for  ages  ?  and  is  not  this  principle, 
though  difavowed  for  convenience,  ftill  lurk- 
ing behind  the  curtain  in  France ;  where 
the  fword  in  the  hand  of  one  party  has 
erected  a  government  upon  the  ruins  of 
another  party  ?  All  Europe  can  anfwer  the 
queftion.  When  authority  and  power  were 
any  where  eftabliihed  on  the  principle  of 
conqueft,  he  that  gave  the  victory  made  the 
Government :  and  therefore  he  claims  a  pre- 
rogative of  putting  doiim  one^  aiid  Jetting  up 
aJ2other.  He  is  therefore  called  the  Lord  of 
bojls,  that  is  of  armies ;  and  celebrated  as  a 
man  ofivar ;  becaufe  the  armies  of  the  world 
ever  were  under  his  dirediion,  and  ever  will 
be ;  though  t/je  heathen  furioujly  rage  toge- 
ther y  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing -^ 
even  that  vainefl:  of  all  vain  things,  an  ima- 
gination, that  they  can  dethrone  God,  and 
govern  the  world  in  his  ftead,  by  their  own 
laws  and  their  own  providence!  When  the 
yews  were  to  be  deftroyed,  and  the  Romans 
went  againft  them  for  that  purpofe,  the  pa- 
rable  had   foretold,    that   the   Kijig  (God-) 
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fliould  fend  forth  his  armies :  and  whenf 
the  fame  nation  was  captive  under  the  Af- 
fyriansy  he  commanded  his  people  to  fubmit 
to  them  i  to  pray  for  the  life  of  Nabuchodo- 
nofor  and  of  Balthazar  his  Son :  even  as  our 
Saviour  allowed  the  Roman  power  in  fudea 
by  paying  tribute  to  it ;  and  even  working  a 
miracle  to  enable  himfelf  fo  to  do.  This 
was  a  government  by  Conqueft :  and,  by 
the  lav/s  of  God  fuch  Governments  are  valid, 
though  the  feelings  of  man  do  not  find  them 
agreeable  in  theory.  Strike  off  the  power  of 
divine  providence  ^  an'd  ftrike  off  the  laws  of 
Religion  j  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  we 
may  derive  all  Government  by  a  delegation 
from  the  people :  it  is  therefore  nothing  won- 
derful, that  this  principle  and  atheifm  fhould 
go  together,  as  they  now  do  in  France ;  and 
whether  atheifm  beo-ets  />,  or  it  begets 
atheifm,  is  not  worth  a  difpute.  Yet  after 
all  I  have  faid  on  delegated  power,  I  dcfire 
you.  Sir,  who  are  a  moderate  man,  to  obferve, 
that  I  deny  no  more  than  the  univer/ality  of 
the  principle,  as  applied  to  Government. 
I  hold  it  utterly  untrue  to  affirm,  that  all 
power  muft  arife  by  delegation  :  and  as  un- 
true to  fay,  that  no  power  doth  ib  arife ;  be- 

cauic 


(  "  ) 

caufe  we  fee  in  fa(5l  a  part  of  the  power  of 
our  own  Government  undoubtedly  fo  con- 
ilituted.  I  would  therefore  here  keep  a 
middle  path  ;  to  fecure  Government  from  /Vz- 
Jult  on  one  hand,  and  prejumptioii  on  the 
other. 

Government  is  fometimes  rendered  odious 
and  frightful,  becaufe  it  provides  for  the 
public  defence  by  a  ftanding  army.  But  the 
truth  of  the  cafe  is  this :  every  Gentlemari 
muft  either  defend  his  property  himjelfy  or 
hire  fomebody  elfe  t&  do  it  for  him.  If 
good  men  will  learn  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  be 
ready  on  occafion  to  defend  themfelves  in 
perfon,  which  might  be  a  good  thing,  and 
is  already  done  in  part  by  the  efbablilhment 
of  our  Militia^  there  will  be  of  confequence 
lefs  call  for  {landing  forces.  But  after  all, 
what  is  the  evil  of  a  Handing  army,  com- 
pared with  that  of  a  Faris  Mob  ?  I  ufe  my- 
felf  to  confider  this  world  as  an  high-way ; 
and  the  cafe  of  every  Government  as  parallel 
to  that  of  a  ftage-coach  upon  the  road.  A 
military  force  is  as  necelTary  to  a  nation,  as 
a  guard  is  to  defend  the  palTengers  from  rob- 
bers.    But  then  an  army  may  be  an  Engine 

of 
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of  Tyranny ;    fo  it  may :    but  much  worfe, 
when  it  is  under  demagogues  who  are  ajraid 
of  itf  and  muft  keep  it  in  good  humour  by 
glutting  it  with  plundery    than  when    it  is 
under  a  King,   who  has  the  command  of  it 
by  Law.     The  guard  behind  may  turn  his 
blunderbufs  upon  the  paiTengers  in  the  coach; 
and  fo  may  every  provifion  for  our  fecurity 
in  this  world  be  turned  to  our  deftrud:ion. 
Our  vi(ftuals  may  choak  us :  but  furely  they 
are  fooliili  people,  who  expofe  themfelves  to 
danger  which  is  obvious  and  certain,  through 
a  ridiculous  fear  of  that  which  is  imaginary ; 
and  give  up  their  purfe  to  a  highwayman^ 
becaufe  the  guard  may  mifufe  his  weapons. 
Nothing  demonftrates  to  me  fo  fully  the  fa- 
natical abfurdity  of  the  French  Political  Phi- 
lofophy,   as  the  notion  with  which  they  iirfl: 
fet  out ;  viz.  that  we  fhould  have  no  more 
war  when  we  had  no  more  kings.    For,  will 
there  be   no  more    highwaymen   upon   the 
road,  when  there  is  no  longer  a  coachman 
upon   the  box  ?    And  was  ever  war  carried 
about  fo  wantonly,  and  executed  fo  feverely, 
as  by  the  French  under  their  new  Republic  ? 
And  were  the  French  Soldiery  ever  fuch  In- 
flruments  of  Tyranny,  as  fince  they  proved 
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faithlefs  to  their  King  and  their  Laws  ? 
Take  away  the  fword  from  the  King,  and 
give  it  to  the  people  ;  and  what  fhall  we  get 
by  it  ?  We  fhall  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  fac- 
tion ;  about  whom,  all  the  rogues  and 
beggars  of  the  nation  will  afTemble,  and  form 
a  lawlefs  power,  more  troublefome  and  mer- 
cilefs  than  any  fmgle  tyrant  upon  earth. 

Which  is  the  beft  for  fociety,  a  Monarchy 
or  a  Republic,  is  a  queftion  much  agitated 
of  late,  and  happy  would  it  be,  if  it  might 
be  decided  rather  by  the  pen  than  by  the 
fword*  On  the  republican  fide,  there  is  the 
great  learning  of  Mr.  Thomas  Pahie,  and 
the  arms  of  the  French  nation :  for  the 
French,  finding  their  tongues  fail  them  in 
the  argument,  fet  the  mouths  of  their  can- 
nons and  mortars  to  difpute  for  them.  On 
the  monarchical  fide,  there  is  the  experience 
of  mankind  5  the  general  rule  of  Providence  -, 
and  the  arms  of  the  greater  part  of  Europe. 
To  follow  this  great  queltion.  Sir,  in  it's- 
detail,  is  not  my  intention,  neither  would  a 
fhort  piece,  like  this,  admit  of  it.  I  Ihall 
therefore   throw   together  a   few   fa^^s   and 
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bbfervations,  out  of  which  fomething  like  an 
anfwer  might  be  framed. 

Hiftory  does  not  inform  us,  that  any  go- 
vernment of  the  popular  form  exifted  in  the 
world,  till  the  republics  of  Greece  and  Rome 
were  generated  of  rebellion  and  regicide. 
Egypt  was  a  great  and  flourilhing  kingdom, 
above  a  thoufand  years,  before  they  were 
heard  of.  From  the  account  of  the  Trojan 
war,  we  find  that  Greece  was  then  divided 
into  monarchical  ftates :  and  the  writers, 
who  give  a  hiftory  of  the  Roman  and  Gre- 
cian repubhcs,  are  obliged  to  confefs,  that 
all  the  ftates  upon  earth  were  originally  under 
Kings  (Initio  reges,  *  ?2a?}i  i?!  terris  nonen 
imperii  id  primiun  fuit . )  And  what  is  more, 
they  allow  this  to  have  been  the  legitimate 
form  of  Government  (imperiiim  legitimum 
iiomen  imperii  regium  habebat ),  as  being  the 
only  form  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  nature : 
for  every  body  muft  have  a  head^  and  that 
head  can  properly  be  but  07ie :  and  when  the 
body  of  the  Roman  State  took  two  heads  in- 
flead  of  one,  this  form  was  introduced  (more 

*  Salluft— Bell.  Cat. 
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immutato)  as  an  Innovation  ;  and  with  it  earner 
in  the  new  doctrine  of  the  power  of  the  po- 
pulace, never  before  heard  of:  as  the  world 
had  never  before  heard  of  a  body  with  tiiDo 
headsy  but  under  the  charadter  of  a  monjlcr. 
The  State  of  the  Hebrews^  as  foon  as  they 
emerged  from  Egyptian  flavery,  was  a  Mo- 
narchy under  Mojes^  who  is  called  Ki?ig  in 
^Jefnurun.  He  was  in  alliance  with  the 
Churchy  the  head  of  it  being  his  brother  > 
and  he  was  affifted  by  a  Council ^  who  joined 
with  him  in  the  government  of  the  people  i 
and  in  this  we  have  the  outlines  of  every 
good  government  which  hath  fince  been 
eftablillied  in  the  world.  Mr.  Thofnas  Faine^ 
in  his  capacity  of  a  political  Divine,  would 
make  us  believe,  that  Regal  Government  is 
contrary  to  the  will  of  God,  becaufe  God  is 
cfeid  to  have  given  the  Hebrews  a  King  in 
his  acrath,  when  he  gave  them  Saul.  Under 
what  circumftances  he  did  this,  and  in  what 
fenfe  the  thing  was  wrong,  the  Staymaker  of 
^Betford  was  not  qualified  to  dillinguilh. 
But  if  you  look  at  the  hiftory,  you  will  fee, 
that  when  Saul  was  appointed,  there  was  no 
change  of  the  fpecies  of  government,  but 
only  of  the  perfon.     From  their  fettlement 

in 


{    V    ) 

ill  Canaan,  God  v/as  their  King,  as  lie  tells 
them,  and  fome  prophet  was  his  prime  mi- 
nifter,  who  happened  at  that  time  to  be  the 
prophet  Samuel,  But  they  took  a  diilike  to 
this  religious  kind  of  polity,  as  they  had  be- 
fore taken  a  diftafle  to  the  Manna  in  the 
>vildernefs;  and  demanded  a  military  Leader; 
a  Soldie7'-Kingi  fuch  as  the  heathen  nations 
had  who  were  round  about  them.  With  this 
God  was  offended,  though  he  affented  to 
their  demand ;  becaufe,  in  requiring  a  mortal 
King,  they  had  rejed:ed  hifn :  and  therefore 
he  tells  Samuely  his  minifter,  they  have  not 
rejected  thee,  but  they  have  rejected  me  from 
being  King  over  them.  To  make  our  cafe  in 
England  parallel  to  this  j  and  to  ihew,  from 
the  cafe  of  tli^  Hebrews,  that  we  ought  not 
to  have  George  the  third  for  our  King,  at 
leaft  that  God  will  be  in  wrath  with  us  if  we 
take  him,  fome  monflrous  fuppofitions  muft 
be  made :  as,  that  George  the  fecond  was 
the  Divinity  of  the  people  of  England,  and 
that  the  Duke  of  Newcajlky  his  minifter, 
was  a  prophet :  but  this  being  totally  jnad- 
miffible,  it  is  prepofterous  to  argue  from  one 
pf  thcfc  cafes  to  the  other ;  and  if  God  gave 
Mr.  T^homas  Fainc,  who  has  done  this,  to 
D  2  be 
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be  an  Interpreter  of  the  Scripture  to  the 
people  of  Ejtglandy  it  muA  have  been  an  ad: 
of  his  wrath. 

The  Roman  Hiftorlans  confefs,  that  all 
that  order  and  dignity  of  their  flate,  that 
plan  of  their  city,  thofe  arts  and  enfigns  of 
war,  which,  with  many  other  particulars, 
were  the  foundation  of  their  future  greatnefs, 
were  wholly  derived  from  the  authority  and 
wifdom  of  their  Kings  j  who  are  fiid  to  have 
fettled  all  things  in  fo  exad;  a  form,  that  the 
Oeconomy  of  their  ftate  was  as  well  regulated 
as  that  of  a  private  family  by  the  Father  or 
the  Mafter  of  it.  And  fo  was  the  Oeconomy 
of  this  Kingdom,  as  it  fubfiils  even  to  this 
day,  chiefly  derived  from  the  wifdom  and 
attention  of  one  great  Alfred -,  in  whom, 
with  a  charadter  of  a  King,  we  find  the  Pa- 
triot, the  Scholar,  the  Hero,  and  the  Saint. 

After  Rome  became  a  Republic,  it  was  fo 
divided  in  it's  authority,  that  it  could  not 
adt  with  effedt  in  cafes  of  any  great  and  fud- 
den  emergency  j  and  therefore  it  retained  a 
ftated  provifion,  that  in  all  fuch  cafes  it 
ihould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Monarchy  under 

the 
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the  abfolute  power  of  a  Dictator :  and  every 
reader  of  their  hiftory  knows  how  often 
they  were  faved  by  the  expedient  of  fufpend- 
ing  the  authority  of  their  two  fupreme  ma- 
giftrates,  and  returning  to  the  order  of  na- 
ture, which  to  one  body  gives  but  one  head. 
We  are  fhocked  when  we  fee  how  they  pro  - 
vided  againft  the  return  of  Royalty  by  every 
pofTible  ad:  of  ingratitude  and  feverity :  fa- 
thers cutting  their  children  to  pieces  on  fuf- 
picion  of  Loyalty :  the  populace  difgracing 
their  beft  friends,  and  even  deftroying  the 
deliverers  of  their  country,  through  a  jea- 
loufy  of  their  turning  themfelves  into  Kings. 
For  as  Royalty  v/as  reputed  the  greateft  of 
evils,  ingratitude,  perfidy,  cruelty,  and  all 
other  evils,  transformed  themfelves  into  vir- 
tues, if  they  were  pradifed  to  exclude  it. 

Republics,  fome  fiy,  are  to  be  preferred 
for  their  cheapnefs ;  none  of  that  expence 
being  required,  which  is  neceflary  to  keep 
up  the  ftate  of  a  King  and  his  officers.  But 
the  obfervation  is  not  agreeable  to  fi6t.  The 
Kings  of  Rome  lived  upon  their  own  terri- 
tories ;  but  the  Republic  aimed  as  much  at 
univerlal  property  as  univerfil  empire ;   they 
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drew  money  from  all  nations ;  and  their  Pro- 
confuls  were  every  where  kept  with  the  ftate 
and  the  expenfivenefs  of  Monarchs,  fubfift- 
ing  on  that  property,  to  which  they  had  no 
riglit  but  from  their  ambition  and  the  power 
of  the  fword.  Our  iirfl  Commonwealth  in 
England,  which  was  raifed  on  the  ruin  of 
Charles  the  firil  and  of  the  people,  cofl  the 
nation  more  money,  and  raifed  more  taxes, 
than  all  their  icings  before,  from  William 
■the  Conqueror,  put  together :  more  in  tea 
or  twelve  years  than  the  Kings  in  five  hun- 
dred. And  if  the  French  nation  compute 
fairly  their  charges  of  the  laft  year,  they  will 
find  nothing  like  it  in  the  annals  of  their 

It 

*  It  has  been  computed,  that  they  have  lately  ex- 
pended twelve  millions  ftcrling  in  a  month.  To  ihew 
how  the  World  impofes  upon  itfelf  in  refpedl  to  the  ex- 
penUvenefs  of  Government,  I  beg  leave  to  introduce  thp 
following  obfervation  on  the  expenfivenefs  and  tyranny 
of  the  Republic  of  Holland,  from  Sir  IViUlam  Temple, 
"  Thus  this  ftomachful  people,  who  could  not  endure 
"  the  leaft  exercife  of  arbitrary  power  or  impofitions,  or 
*'  the  fight  of  any  foreign  troops  under  Spanifh  govern- 
*'  ment,  have  fincc  been  inured  to  all  of  them,  in  the 
"  higheft  degree,  under  their  own  popular  magiftrates  j 
«•  bridled  with  hard  laws,  terrified  with  fevere  executions, 

"  en\' ironed 
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It  is  farther  objeded  to  monarchies,  that 
they  are  produdtive  of  wars,  from  the  am- 
bition of  princes  :  but  Repubhcs  have  gene- 
rally been  much  more  productive  of  them  ; 
and  the  man  muft  be  as  ignorant  as  a  child 
who  denies  it.  How  often  did  the  Roman 
Republic  betake  itfelf  to  the  expedient  of 
foreign  war,  as  the  only  remedy  againft 
thofe  domeftic  feuds  and  difturbances,  which 
arofe  naturally  in  their  Government,  from  the 
mock -equality  of  the  whole,  and  the  conjunct 
tyranny   of  the  few?    Did  they  not  carry 

"  environed  with  foreign  forces ;  and  opprefled  with  the 
*'  moft  cruel  hardfhip  and  variety  of  taxes  that  was  ever 
"  known  under  any  government;  but  all  this,  whilft  the 
"  way  to  office  and  authority  lies  through  thofe  qualities 
"  which  acquire  the  general  efteem  of  the  people ;  whilft 
"  no  man  is  exempted  from  the  danger  and  current  of 
"  laws  ;  whilft  foldiers  are  confined  to  frontier  garrifons 
"  (the  guard  of  inland  and  trading  towns  being  left  to 
"  the  burghers  thcmfelves) ;  and  whilft  no  great  riches  are 
"  fcen  to  enter  by  public  payments  into  private  purfe?, 
"  either  to  raife  families,  or  to  feed  the  prodigal  cxpences 
"  of  vain,  extravagant,  and  luxurious  men;  but  all  pub- 
"  lie  monies  are  applied  to  the  fifety,  rrcatnefs,  or  honour 
"  of  the  ftate,  and  the  magiftrates  themfelves  bear  an 
"  equal  (hare  in  all  the  burdens  they  impofe." 

Obfervations  on  the  United  Provijiccs  and  their 
Government. 
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wars  all  over  the  world,  more  than  any  na- 
tion had  ever  done  before  them :  while  the 
Monarchy  of  the  Hebrews,  when  once  fettled, 
never  extended  itfelf  beyond  it's  natural  limits  ? 
It's  powers  were  aU  employed  for  the  benefit 
of  it's  own  internal  ceconomy  :  all  it's  wars 
were  defenfive.  But  did  not  Rome  and  Car- 
thage, two  Republics,  fight  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity, each  fuffering  flaughter  and  de- 
vaftation  in  it's  turn,  and  fweeping  down 
great  and  opulent  cities  with  their  train, 
for  nothing  but  fuperiority ;  and  nothing 
could  pacify  the  one  but  the  extirpation  of 
the  other.  After  this,  I  think  we  need  not 
go  to  Kingdoms  and  Monarchies  for  the 
llaughterous  effcdts  of  ambition  and  avarice. 

The  Romans,  bv  their  own  account  of 
themfelves,  inherited  a  barbarous  and  fava^e 
fpirit  from  the  beginning.  Their  firll  King, 
faved,  as  they  fay,  from  a  river  in  his  in- 
fancy, like  Mofcs,  was  fuckled  by  a  wolf: 
and  when  his  city  was  building,  the  rapa- 
cious temper  of  it's  people  was  prognoftlcated 
by  a  flight  oi'-oultures.  Upon  it's  hrll:  walls 
Romulus  flew  his  brother,  confecrating  them 
by  the  Ihedding  of  human  blood.  •  It's  firll 
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ftock  of  inhabitants  were  begotten  of  raviflied 
virgins.  From  fuch  an  origin,  what  could 
be  expe(fted,  but  that  Providence  v/as  about 
to  fhev7,  from  the  example  of  the  Romans, 
what  is  the  temper  and  quality  of  human  fo- 
ciety,  when  it  is  generated,  as  their  flate 
was,  from  the  ferocious  paffions  and  appe- 
tites of  human  nature  ?  For  a  time,  they  en- 
dured the  government  of  their  kings ;  and 
they  would  have  been  nothing  without  it : 
but  at  the  end  of  two  hundred  years,  the 
wild  fpirit  of  republicanifm  began  to  work, 
and  they  drove  out  their  kings  with  enthu- 
fiaftic  fjry ;  transferring  all  the  rights  of 
royalty  from  the  head  to  the  body,  and 
afcribing  fovereign  majejly  to  the  people, 
Whenfoever  and  wherefoever  the  fame  fpirit 
arifes,  it  will  work  in  the  fame  way,  and  ufe 
the  fame  language  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

At  this  time  we  are  witnefTes  to  an  event 
of  the  fame  kind ;  but  with  fymptoms  of  fu- 
perior  wickednefs ;  becaufe  that  wliich  was 
befl  will  always  become  worft  when  it  is  cor- 
rupted. And  it  is  curious,  to  obferve  how 
clofely  the  French  have  followed  the  Ro- 
mans in  the  degeneration  of  their  Itate ; 
E  fometimes 
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fometlmes  perhaps  by  a  fatality  on  their  pro- 
ceedings ;  but  generally  from  affectation  and 
defign,  as  pedants  in  rebellion  :  and  their 
pedantry  is  fuch,  as  to  teach  the  world  that 
their  principles  are  of  heathen  original. 
When  the  king  was  expelled  from  Rome, 
the  people  feized  his  effefts,  deftroyed  his 
palace,  and  converted  his  land  into  their 
campus  martius ;  fo  the  French  have  now 
their  champ  de  mars  upon  the  fpat  lately  oc- 
cupied by  the  baflile  :  but  when  they  had 
eiTiptiea  and  razed  one  prifon  of  the  king, 
in  which  (notwithftanding  the  horrid  idea 
the  people  had  been  taught  to  entertain  of  it, 
and  which  it  had,  in  former  times,  certainly 
well  deferved)  very  few  prifoners  were  found, 
they  foon  filled  an  hundred  prifon s  of  their 
own.  The  projeft  of  alTaffination  was 
adopted  at  Rome,  when  Porfena  interpofed 
for  the  reftoration  of  their  kings,  and  three 
hundred  affalfms  confpired  to  make  away 
with  him :  as  the  French  declared  an  in- 
tention to  convey  death  by  fome  hand,  and 
by  fome  means,  to  every  crowned  head  in 
Europe ;  and  it  v/as  propofed  to  embody  and 
equip  twelve  hundred  men  for  the  fole  pur- 
pofe  of  private  aifafiination.     When  royalty 

'  fell 


(    35    ) 

fell  into  dlfgrace  at  Rome,  the  female  fex 
grew  bold  with  the  new  fire  of  liberty,  and 
have  been  celebrated  by  hiftorians  for  their 
valour.  After  which  example,  ladies  in 
France  have  affedted  the  martial  characCter, 
and  diftinguidied  themfelves  in  the  field. 
The  transformation  of  monarchical  French- 
men into  Republicans,  is  attended  by  another 
as  monilrous  a  transformation  of  women  into 
men ;  and  we  know  not  which  we  are  mofk 
to  wonder  at.  In  Head  of  raifing  themfelves 
to  honour,  both  have  forgotten  their  nature, 
and  are  equally  out  of  place.  A  hen  is  a  re- 
fpediable  animal  when  fhe  is  feeding  or 
brooding  her  chickens ;  but  in  a  cockpit  llie 
is  ridiculous. 

The  do(ftrine  of  equality  was  introduced  as 
a  fine  principle,  when  the  Romans  had 
changed  their  government :  and  their  great 
men,  who  were  too  proud  to  fubmit  to  kings, 
humbled  themfelves  in  the  moft  abjedt  terms 
to  the  populace ;  in  which  they  have  been 
followed  and  exceeded  by  the  new  repub- 
licans of  France ;  who,  as  foon  as  they  had 
taken  away  the  head,  gave  fovereignty  to  the 
members,  and  fet  the  feet  uppermoft.  In 
E  2  thefe 
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thefe  particulars,  we  fee,  the  French  have 
followed  the  Romans ;  hat  in  others  they 
have  differed  from  them  to  their  fhame. 
The  Romans  were  wife  enough  to  know, 
that  they  could  never  be  well  united,  but 
under  the  obligations  of  religion  :  on  which 
Gonfideration  the  forms  and  doctrines,  eftab- 
liflied  under  the  fecond  of  their  kings,  were 
retained  inviolate  through  all  the  :-C'llowing 
ages.  They  began  with  the  eftablifhment 
of  piety  :  but  our  modern  republicans  began 
with  the  abolition  of  it.  The  Romans  de- 
pended rcligioufly,  on  fi.ch  Gods  as  they 
knew,  for  the  protection  of  their  ftate,  and 
ferved  them  with  fupplications  and  thankf- 
givings ;  but  the  French,  from  all  that  ap- 
pears, are  of  opinion  they  can  better  proted: 
themielves,  and  feem  to  have  no  Deity  left 
but  their  Goddefs  of  Liberty,  with  her  al- 
tars. No  heathens  ever  invaded  the  pro- 
perty of  their  priefts,  or  feized  lands,  tenths, 
or  offerings  of  any  kind  fet  apart  for  the 
maintenance  of  divine  worfliip :  but  it  was 
one  of  the  iirfl  fbeps  of  the  new  government 
in  France  to  feize  all  facred  property  what- 
foever,  and  reduce  their  minifters  to  mife- 
rable  ilipendaries ;  dependents  upon  them  in- 
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{lead  of  dependents  upon  God.  Wlien  the 
nation  of  Eg)^pt  was  driven  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity by  a  famine,  the  lands  of  the  priefts 
were  fpared,  though  all  other  lands  were 
alienated.  The  Romans,  when  they  carried 
wars  about  the  world,  honeftly  confefled 
their  ambitious  intention  to  make  all  other 
nations  flaves,  under  a  perfuafion  that  Rome 
was  to  be  the  head  of  the  world.  The 
French  on  the  contrary  affect  to  carry  liberty 
to  other  people — -fpecie  focios  adjiroandi^  re 
aiitemfollicitante  pradci — their  errand  is  plau- 
fible  ;  but  it  appears  in  the  ilTiie  that  they 
are  always  well  paid  for  it.  The  freebooters 
of  England  would  gladly  carry  the  fame 
liberty  to  all  the  corporations  and  market- 
towns  in  this  kingdom,  if  they  might  take 
their  goods  and  money  in  exchange.  In 
this  all  are  agreed,  that  they  v/ho  begin  in 
robbery  mult  go  on  with  it,  under  fome  pre- 
tence or  other :  and  true  it  is,  all  power 
muft  be  maintained  as  it  is  acquired.  If  it 
defcends  by  inheritance,  it  has  nothing  to 
do  but  to  maintain  the  laws,  for  the  laws 
will  maintain  it.  But  if  it  is  acquired  by  vi- 
olence, it  muft  be  fupported  by  the  fame ; 
;:r)d  when  any  new  authority  flarts  up  which 
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the  laws  do  not  acknowledge,  it  miifl:  render 
itfelf  refpedlable  by  fanguinary  terrors  :  and 
woe  be  to  the  people  who  are  in  fuch  a 
cafe  ! 

Much  has  been  faid.  Sir,  of  late  againft 
the  expenjivenefs  of  our  government ;  with 
defign  to  perfuade  unthinking  people,  that 
if  the  government  were  ruined,  the  nation 
would  be  faved.  If  I  were  fpeaking  to  one 
of  the  common  people  upon  this  fubjed:, 
I  would  defire  him  to  confider,  whether  he 
has  been  taught  to  confound  liberty  of  plun- 
der with  cheapnefs  of  living :  a  dodtrine 
which  has  been  offered  as  a  temptation  to 
many  of  the  foldiery  of  this  country;  but, 
by  the  blelTmg  of  God  upon  their  honefty, 
very  few  of  them  have  liltcned  to  it.  When 
the  idle  may  feize  upon  the  gains  of  the  in- 
duftrious,  to  be  fare  they  live  cheap  for  a 
time,  though  it  feldom  lafts  long.  I  would 
aifo  obferve  to  them  farther,  that  the  \ery 
perfons  who^re  mofl  clamourous  againft  our 
pecuniary  diflreffes,  are  they  whofe  politics 
brought  upon  us  the  enormous  increafe  of 
our  national  debt :  therefore  by  them  this 
complaint  is  taken  up  as  a  convenience,  in 
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the  ufe  of  which  they  mean  no  more  good  to 
the  nation  at  large  than  they  did  before. 
I  would  likewife  remind  them,  that  a  pro- 
jed:ed  equality  would  be  of  no  general  be- 
nefit for  two  rea.fons :  firft,  becaufe  there 
never  will  be  wealth  to  the  end  of  the  world 
where  there  is  neither  induftry  nor  oeconomy. 
Many  of  our  murmurers  are  found  amongft 
thofe,  who  can  earn  high  wages  for  one  half 
of  the  week,  and  fpend  the  reft  at  a  public 
houfe,  to  the  impoverifliing  of  their  <vives 
and  families  :  fecondly,  becaufe  the  poor  of 
this  country  (exclufive  of  two  millions  and 
a  half  which  they  receive  per  annum  in  the 
poor  rates)  do  better  under  the  benevolence 
of  the  rich,  than  they  would  do  if  they  were 
ile wards  for  themfelves.  It  is  the  interefl  of 
the  poor,  that  all  gentlemen  fliould  be  rich 
where  all  gentlemen  are  charitable.  On 
every  occafion  of  fcarcity  and  diflrefs,  they 
take  delight,  and  even  vie  with  one  another 
in  relieving  their  poor  neighbour.  So  dif- 
tinguiflied  is  the  benevolence  of  this  coun- 
try above  all  others  (and  particularly  France) 
that  fome  are  of  opinion  that  our  national 
charad:er  in  this  refpe6l  is  delivered  in  the 
Revelation  under  the  name  of  the  church  of 
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Philadelphia;  and  the  fate  of  that  cliurcfi^ 
as  there  predii^ed,  is  agreeable  to  that  pro- 
mife  of  the  Gofpel — blejjed  are  the  inercifuli 
for  they  Jhall  obtain  mercy.  Thus  much 
I  would  fay  to  the  poor. 

To  the  rich  I  fay  it  is  a  low  and  fordid 
policy,  which  makes  money  the  meafure  of 
all  things.  There  are  fome  things  for  which 
we  cannot  give  too  much ;  and  there  are 
others  too  dear  at  any  price.  Gin  is  much 
cheaper  than  Madeira :  and  if  it  be  a  man's 
objeft  to  be  drunk  at  as  fmall  an  expence 
as  polTible,  gin  will  have  the  preference. 
Dr.  ^dam  Smith  feems  to  have  reafoned 
wholely  on  a  fuppofition,  that  national 
wealth  is  national  happinefs :  With  a  Dif- 
ciple  of  Voltaire,  as  he  was,  who  thought 
little  or  nothing  about  another  life,  this 
might  pafs :  but  if  a  man  brings  that  into 
■the  queilion,  we  {hall  make  a  very  different 
eftimate  of  things ;  for  money,  wliich  does 
every  thing  here,  will  do  nothing  there. 
The  expenfivenefs  therefore  of  government 
is  a  topic,  from  which  Thomas  Paitie,  who 
addreffed  himfelf  chiefly  to  thofe  who  have 
little   to  expecft  in  another  life,    conceived 
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great  hopes ;   and  from  which,  our  french- 
ified  poUticians    have   boldly    predidted  our 
ruin.     But,  to  give  it  out  among  it's  fub- 
jed:s,     that    a    government    mull:    foon    be 
ruined,  is  one  fly  prad:ice  of  the  feditious  to 
effecft  it's  ruin  :  as,   to  bring  on  a  revolution, 
it   was  trumpeted  about  in  all  our  coffee- 
houfes  by  the  emiilaries  of  a  wicked  party, 
that  there  would  certainly  be  a  revolution  in 
England :  and  we  may  give  them  the  merit 
of  partly  believing  what  they  faid,   becaufe 
moll  of  them  know  what  they  were  doing  to 
make  a   revolution.       It   was   the   fame    in 
France.  Their  bufy  republicans  fpred  abroad 
the  belief  of  a  revolution  among  the  people  ; 
and  I  heard  of  it  in  England  two  years  be- 
fore it  came  to  pafs,  and  of  the  bafe  artifices 
then  in  practice   to  bring  it  about ;  which 
unhappily  fucceeded  but  too  well  on  the  ill- 
difpofed  people  they  had  to  deal  with.    One 
way  of  killing  a  man  is,   to  make  him  be- 
lieve he  is  mortally  fick  :  under  which  per- 
fuafion,  he  will  either  be  difpirited  into  his 
death,  or  negledl  the  ufe  of  medicine.     To 
you.   Sir,  wlio  can  compare  caufes  and  ef- 
feds,  and  judge  of  things  with  calmnefs  and 
proper  difcrimination,    I  fliall  confefs,  that 
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our  taxes  are  very  heavy,    and  the  pablic  in- 
come very  great ;  but  our  taxes  in  England 
do  not  affed  the  lowefl:  ranks  of  the  people, 
fuch    as    day-labourers,     like    the  taxes    in 
France  y  and  more  than   two   thirds   of  the 
public  income  revert  again  to  the  nation,  be- 
ing applied  to  the  payment  of  the  intcreft, 
and  the  difcharge  of  the  capital,   of  the  na- 
tional debt,    which    has    been    contracting 
from  the  revolution  to  the  end  of  the  laft 
VJ^LYy  in  fecuring  the  Britiih  dominions,  and 
in  defending  ourfelves  againft  a  very  power- 
ful and  ambitious  neighbour.     If  during  this 
period,   w?rs  have  been  waged  without  fuf- 
iicient  occufion,    and  the  wealth  of  the  pub- 
lic thereby  improperly  expended,   every  de- 
fcription  of  men,  who  have  diredled  the  af- 
fairs of  this  country  from  the  revolution  to 
the  end  of  the  lafc  v/ar,   ought  to  bear  the 
blame  :  and  it  is  fing  i!ar,   that  the  prefent 
adminiftration  have   had  no   Ihare   in    aug- 
menting the  debt :  they  have  the  merit  of 
having  contrived  a  plan  for  the  redu(5tion  of  it, 
more  likely  to  be  fuccefsful,  than  any  hitherto 
devifed ;  and  which  will  certainly  have  the 
effe6l  of  confiderably  reducing  the  debt,   and 
gradually  diminilhing  the  taxes,  if  the  events 
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which  are  now  impending,  do  not  force  us 
into  a  new  war.  The  common  annual  ex- 
penditure of  this  country  in  time  of  peace, 
is  by  no  means  extraordinary,  when  we  con- 
fider  the  greatnefs  of  the  country,  the  extent 
of  our  dominions  in  various  parts  of  the 
world,  and  the  almoft  univerial  commerce, 
to  which  fome  protecftion  mufl  always,  even 
in  time  of  peace,  be  extended.  * 

The  expence  of  the  civil  government, 
though  greater  in  appearance,  is  (if  we  con- 
iider  the  comparative  value  of  money)  in  ef- 
fed:  lefs  than  in  former  periods.  The  falaries 
of  many  offices  are  in  fadl  lefs  than  they 
were.  Many  antient  offices  have  been  abo- 
liihed ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the  falary 
of  any  one  office  is  become  greater,  if  we 
take  into  confideration  the  different  value  of 
money. 

The  cheapcll:  governments  certainly  are 
defpotic  monarchies,   fuch  as  Pruljiay  where 

*  If  the  number  of  fouls  in  Britain  be  taken,  and  com- 
pared with  the  whole  of  the  revenue,  how  much  will  it 
amount  to  per  head?  It  might  be  ufeful  to  fhew  this:  be- 
caufe  people  have  been  corrupted  by  an  unfair  ftatement 
of  this  fort  refpeding  the  imports  in  America. 

F  2  little 


(     44     ) 

little  flate  is  kept  up,  and  where  the  fubjedl 
is  obHged  to  ferve  the  monarch  for  any  al- 
lowance he  may  make  him.  The  govern- 
n^nts  alfo  of  fome  republics  are  cheap ; 
provided  they  are  content  to  live  within 
themfelves,  and  have  little  concern  with 
other  nations.  Antient  monarchies,  in  which 
from  ufage  great  ftate  is  maintained,  and 
limited  monarchies,  in  which  fome  degree 
of  ftate,  and  fome  degree  of  influence  is  ne- 
celTary  for  the  purpofe  of  making  an  impref- 
lion  on  the  people,  are,  unavoidably  in  a 
certain  degree,  expenfive.  It  is  lingular, 
however,  tliat  the  new  republic  in  America, 
and  the  new  republic  in  France,  are  forced 
to  make  the  members  of  their  legiflatures  a 
daily  allowance ;  without  which  thefe  re- 
publics would  not  find  fubjedls,  who  would 
be  at  the  trouble  of  giving  their  attendance 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  laws  for  them; 
which  was  the  cafe  in  this  country  formerly, 
v/hen  we  were  much  poorer  than  we  are  at 
prefent.  In  the  bufmefs  of  life,  there  muft 
be  fome  motive  to  induce  people  to  encoun- 
ter the  fatigues  and  dangers,  to  which  pub- 
lic fituations  expofe  them  :  and  if  you  willi 
to  have  a  wife  and  honourable  government, 
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thefe  Inducements  muft  be  in  fome  decrree 
equal  to  the  talents  of  the  men  who  are  em- 
ployed. I  would  only  obferve  farther,  that 
many  of  the  hardefl  expences  which  happen 
under  a  government,  are  not  fuch  as  arife 
immediately  from  the  government  itfelf,  but 
from  the  extortions  and  impolitlons  or  fub- 
jeds  on  one  another.  Here  it  behoves  every 
government  to  be  as  vigilant  as  it  can,  and 
to  reftrain  fo  far  as  it's  power  goes,  and  to 
rectify  abufes  before  they  become  inveterate. 
The  people  are  more  conmionly  hurt  by  the 
weaknefs  of  government,  in  faffering  in- 
fringements to  be  made  upon  it,  than  by  a 
juft  and  impartial  execution  of  it's  laws  :  on 
which  confideration,  the  people  will  iind 
their  advantage  in  the  iffue,  if  they  unite 
like  wife  men  and  good  fubjecfts  to  ftrengthen 
the  Jiands  of  their  own  government ;  thouc^h 
the  maxim  be  contrary  to  fome  of  the  cur- 
rent perfuafions  of  Engliilimen. 

I  have  now.  Sir,  offered  to  you  fuch  of 
my  ideas  on  the  fubjed:s  of  the  time,  as  are 
more  fit  for  gentlemen  than  for  the  common 
people.  You  have  a  Son  at  the  Univerfity, 
and   two   more,    v/ho  are  very  forward   in 
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fchool-learning.  Pray  put  thefe  papers  Into 
their  hands,  that  they  may  know  how  to 
argue  for  the  prefervation  of  their  country. 
And  give  them  notice  to  beware  of  thofe 
rafcally  Frenchmen,  v/ho  attend  in  many  of 
our  fchools  and  feminaries  for  the  teaching 
of  the  french  language,  but  are  many  of 
them  fpies  and  emilTaries  of  repubhcans, 
who  take  the  opportunity  of  recommending 
their  pernicious  politics  to  the  young  people 
■with  whom  they  are  concerned.  Marat, 
who  makes  fach  a  figure  among  the  new 
tyrants  of  France,  was,  a  teacher  of  the 
french  language  at  Oxford  ^  and  in  his 
charader  but  a  pattern  of  many  more. 
When  T^homas  BiilV^  firft  letter  was  fliewn 
to  one  of  thefe,  who  teaches  in  a  very  re- 
fpedable  feminary,  he  fell  into  a  violent  rage, 
and  pronounced  it  all  to  be  Betife !  Sottife  / 
Jlupidity  and  nonjenje.  And  why  fo  ?  Is  it  not 
becaufe  they,  who  wiili  to  fee  this  country 
ruined,  hate  the  principles  on  which  we 
hope  to  fee  it  faved.  Another  of  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, for  the  notoriety  of  his  principles, 
was  imprifoned  by  the  boys  of  a  great  fchool  -, 
-and  after  he  had  cried  out  of  the  window 
for  his  liberty  to  the  people  in   the  ftreet, 
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they  made  him  fmg,  as  v/ell  as  he  could, 
God  fave  the  king,  before  they  releafed  him. 
All  thefe,  wherever  they  are  to  be  found, 
fhould  now  be  well  looked  to  :  the  times  de- 
mand it :  and  mailers  and  tutors  fliould  ad- 
mit fuch  only  as  are  known  to  be  of  good 
principle  as  well  as  good  ability.  Let  the 
Gentry  alfo  be  aware  of  their  french  fervants : 
for  many  of  them  are  fpies. 

We  are  alfo  called  upon  to  pay  fome  re- 
gard to  thofe  laws  made  in  fupport  of  reli- 
gion ;  which  the  fame  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman  would  abolidi,  who  in  his 
printed  fpeech  (if  it  be  genuine)  objeded 
high  treafon  to  the  firft  innocent  letter  of 
Thomas  Bull  to  his  Brother  'John,  When  a 
piece  is  overcharged,  it  is  apt  to  burfl  in  the 
hand ;  which  actually  happened,  when  the 
piece  was  levelled  at  Thomas  Bull's  letter. 
Such  accidents  fliould  be  avoided :  and  it 
might  be  a  bleihng  to  themfelves  and  their 
country,  if  certain  gentlemen,  of  high  parts, 
and  great  popularity,  would  read  more,  and 
talk  lefs  i  that  they  may  know  better  what 
is  true,  and  fpcak  J'or  it  inilead  of  fpeaking 
againji  it.     There  is  a  v/ild  audacious  fpirit 
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ftlrring ;  which,  prefuming  on  a  fuppofed 
fear  in  the  government  to  do  itfelf  juftice, 
mounts  upon  a  table,  to  inflame  the  multi- 
tude with  incendiary  fpeeches.  Blafphemous 
writings  are  publiflied  with  the  like  audacity; 
not  only  breaking,  but  even  menacing  the 
laws,  and  reflecting  upon  thofe  who  have 
neglected  to  put  them  in  execution.  Where 
can  fiich  things  end,  but  in  the  ruin  of  re- 
ligion ?  The  lofs  of  religion  in  France  was 
the  lofs  of  their  government,  and  the  chief 
caufe  of  all  their  late  enormities. 

Our  nation,  Sir,  is  now  in  a  flate  of  vigi- 
lance :  but  it  muft  continue  fo.  French 
anarchy  was  breaking  in  at  tlie  front  door  of 
the  houfe.  That  door  is  now  barred  and 
guarded :  but  we  are  far  from  being  fure 
that  another  attempt  will  not  be  made  upon 
it :  and  if  not  that,  wt  are  ItiU  to  take  care 
that  it  does  not  enter  by  ftealth  at  the  other 
door  of  reformation :  a  good  thing  in  good 
tim^es,  b.it  a  frightful  thing  at  this  time: 
becaufe  no  man  can  fay,  from  it's  firfl:  ftep, 
what  will  be  it's  lafl.  The  ?neetmg  of  the 
Notables  in  France,  was  the  beginning :  the 
bloody  death  of  Louis  their  ivell-beloved,  is 
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the  end  !  If  it  fliould  plcafe  God  that  any 
like  calanriities  fliould  fall  upon  us ;  let  all 
true  men  fland  their  ground  :  and  I  lecond 
my  advice  with  a  flory.  A  worthy  friend  of 
T/jomas  Bull  was  obferving  to  a  French  emi- 
grant, the  fon  of  a  nobleman,  and  of  late  an 
ofHccr  in  the  army,  that  in  cafe  of  a  revo- 
lution here,  we  fhould  not  be  able  to  fly,  as 
they  had  done,  to  any  place  of  refuge :  fo 
much  the  better,  faid  he  -,  you  will  then  be 
under  the  neceflity  of  dying  with  your  fwords 
in  your  hands :  and  had  we  refolvcd  to  do 
the  fame,  we  might  have  faved  ourfelves  and 
our  country. 

Believe  me.  Sir,  with  all  proper  Refped, 
Your  affectionate  Relation, 

and  obedient  humble  Servant, 

mo  MAS   BULL. 

London y  Jan,  30, 
'793- 
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